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View of the Role the US plays in the World
Goes From Bad to Worse

lobal view of the United States’ role in world affairs has significantly deteriorated over the last
according to a BBC World Service poll of more than 26,000 people across 25 different countries.
e United States government prepares to send a further 21,500 troops to Iraq, the survey reveals
hree in four (73%) disapprove of how the US government has dealt with Iraq.

The poll shows that in the 18 countries that were previously
polled, the average percentage saying that the United States is
having a mainly positive influence in the world has dropped
seven points from a year ago--from 36 percent to 29 percent —
after having already dropped four points the year before.
Across all 25 countries polled, one citizen in two (49%) now
says the US is playing a mainly negative role in the world.

Among the 25 countries polled, the most common view in 18 of
them is that the United States is having a mainly negative influ-
ence, in five the most common view is that the US is having a
positive influence, and in two views are evenly divided.  The
most positive countries are Nigeria (72% mainly positive) and
the Philippines (72%), the most negative are Germany (74%
mainly negative) and Indonesia (71%).

Some of the sharpest drops in positive ratings over the last year
came from four countries that have tended to be quite positive
about the United States.  Poland’s positive ratings dropped 24
points from 62 percent a year ago to 38 percent.  The Philip-
pines dropped 13 points from a very high 85 percent to a still-
high 72 percent.  India fell from 44 percent to 30 percent.  Indo-
nesia plunged 19 points — 40 percent to 21 percent positive —
perhaps due to the waning of the positive effect of the American
aid to Indonesian tsunami victims.

Asked about specific foreign policy areas, in

most of the 25 countries the most common view
was disapproval of how the US was handling the
situation, including how the US is handling the
situation in Iraq (21 countries disapproving), de-
tainees in Guantanamo and other prisons (22
countries), the war between Israel and Hezbollah
in Lebanon (20 countries), Iran’s nuclear program
(20 countries), North Korea’s nuclear program (19
countries), and global warming or climate change
(19 countries)

Interestingly the American public itself also
seems to have serious doubts about US foreign
policy.  Majorities disapprove of how the US is
handling the war in Iraq (57%) and global warming
or climate change (54%), while pluralities disap-
prove of US treatment of detainees in Guantanamo
and other prisons (50%) and its handling of Iran’s
nuclear program (50%). Views are divided on US
handling of the war in Lebanon.



The one area that receives plurality endorsement among the American public is the US handling of North
Korea’s nuclear weapons program (50%). A majority of 53 percent of Americans say that the US military
presence in the Middle East “provokes more conflict than it prevents,” with just 33 percent saying that it is a
stabilising force.
More broadly, a majority of Americans (57%) say that the US is having a mainly positive influence in the
world. This is down from 63 percent a year ago and 71 percent two years ago.

Steven Kull, director of the Program on International Policy Attitudes comments, “According to world public
opinion, these days the US government hardly seems to be able to do anything right.”

GlobeScan president Doug Miller comments, “The US Administration’s recent decision to send more troops
to Iraq is at odds with global public opinion that thinks the US military presence in the region provokes more
conflict than it prevents. This policy is likely to further hurt America’s image.”

Wenn Sie mehr über die BBC World-Service Polls oder über Ergebnisdetails in Deutschland er-
fahren möchten, klicken Sie einfach auf Anfragen und geben Sie uns eine Email-Nachricht.

The survey of 26,381 respondents across 25 countries was conducted for the BBC World Service by the international
polling network of GlobeScan, including Ri*QUESTA in Germany, together with the Program on International Policy Atti-
tudes (PIPA) at the University of Maryland. GlobeScan coordinated fieldwork during Nov 2006 to Jan 2007 (mainly fol-
lowing the US mid-term elections).

In total 26,381 citizens in Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Chile, China, Egypt, France, Germany, Great Britain, Hungary,
India, Indonesia, Italy, Kenya, Lebanon, Mexico, Nigeria, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Russia, South Korea, Turkey,
United Arab Emirates, and the US were interviewed between 3 Nov 2006 and 9 Jan 2007. Polling was conducted for the
BBC World Service by the international polling firm GlobeScan and its research partners in each country. In 10 of the 25
countries, the sample was limited to major urban areas. The margin of error per country ranges from +/-2.5 to 4 percent.

For more details, please contact (by language of interview):

English Steven Kull    +1-202-232-7500 skull@pipa.org

Doug Miller +44 20 7958 1735 doug.miller@globescan.com

French Clay Ramsay +1-202-232-7500 pipa@his.com

German Dr. Bernhard Rieder +49 (0)7641 934336 riquesta.rieder@t-online.de

Italian Paolo Anselmi +39 02 4380 9206 paolo.anselmi@eurisko.it

Spanish Dan Lund +52 55 5584 3020 dlund@mundamericas.com

GlobeScan Incorporated is a global public opinion and stakeholder research consultancy with offices in Toronto, Lon-
don, and Washington. GlobeScan conducts custom research and annual tracking studies on global issues. With a re-
search network spanning 50+ countries, GlobeScan works with global companies, multilateral agencies, national gov-
ernments, and non-government organizations to deliver research-based insights for successful strategies.

The Program on International Policy Attitudes (PIPA) is a joint program of the Center on Policy Attitudes and the
Center for International and Security Studies at the University of Maryland. PIPA undertakes research on attitudes in
publics around the world on a variety of international issues and publishes the website/webzine WorldPublicOpinion.org.

The BBC exists to enrich people’s lives with great programmes and services on television, radio and online that inform,
educate and entertain. Its vision is to be the most creative, trusted organization in the world. BBC reporters and corre-
spondents at home and abroad can be called on for expert coverage across a huge range of subject areas. With over 60
foreign bureaux, the BBC has the largest newsgathering operation in the world. BBC World Service provides interna-
tional news, analysis and information in English and 32 other languages.
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