13 Juli 2006

POLL

On the eve of the St. Petersburg G8 Summit
focused on energy security, a 19-nation poll
conducted for the BBC World Service
shows that large majorities around the
world see grave threats from the way the
world currently produces and uses energy.

« Across all countries majorities express concern
that current energy policies pose the triple
threats of harming Earth’s environment and cli-
mate, destabilising global economy, and spark-
ing conflict and wars.

* In some countries there is concern that major
energy suppliers, especially Iran and Vene-
zuela, may withhold oil exports.

e Strong majorities want governments to actively
address energy issues, especially through tax
incentives (80% favour) and higher fuel effi-
ciency standards for automobiles (67% favour).

e There is relatively lukewarm support for more
nuclear energy with just one-half favoring nu-
clear energy to reduce reliance on oil and coal.

Partiapating Countnies

Current Energy Use Seen to Threaten
Environment, Economy, and Peace

The poll of 19,579 citizens across 19 countries was
conducted for the BBC World Service by the inter-
national polling network of GlobeScan, including
RI*QUESTA in Germany, together with the Program
on International Policy Attitudes (PIPA) at the Uni-
versity of Maryland. GlobeScan coordinated field-
work between May and July 2006.

Program on International Policy Attitudes Director,
Steven Kull, comments, “The poll shows an ex-
traordinary level of agreement that the way the
world is producing and using energy is not viable.
People around the world will be looking to the G-8
leaders to address this issue and show a readiness
to support significant new steps.”

GlobeScan President, Doug Miller adds “People
see the energy status quo as too risky. What's fas-
cinating is that in the midst of historically high en-
ergy prices and geopolitical tensions, the number
one energy concern in every industrialised country
we surveyed is the impact on environment and cli-
mate.”




Energy Concerns

The largest majorities worldwide express concern about the impact of energy policy on the environment.
Robust majorities in all 19 countries, especially among respondents with higher education, express concern
that “the way the world produces and uses energy is causing environmental problems, including
climate change.” Overall, an average of 81 percent expresses concern about this, with 47 percent saying
they are very concerned. The highest levels of concern are found in Australia (94%, 69% very), Great Britain
(93%, 66% very), Canada (91%, 62% very), and Italy (91%, 60% very).
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The countries with the highest level of con-
cern are the Philippines (95% concerned,
60% very) and South Korea (93% con-
cerned, 43% very).
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In all 19 countries, a majority says they are concerned that “competition for energy will lead to greater conflict
and war between nations.” On average 73 percent say they are concerned, including 36 percent who are
very concerned. Here too, concern rises with education. In only five countries does concern fall below seven
in ten: Poland (52%), Russia (56%), India (59%), Mexico (60%), Israel (62%). Filipinos (88%, 50% very), and
South Koreans (90%, 34% very) are again among the most concerned followed by the British (83%).

Support for Government Intervention

In surveyed countries is strong support, rising with education and income, for governments to play a more
active role in addressing the problem of energy. Some approaches, however, are considerably more popular
than others. There is overwhelming support for “creating tax incentives to encourage the development
and use of alternative energy sources, such as solar.” On average 80 percent favor this approach, 50
percent strongly. The Italians (95% favor, 75% strongly) are especially enthusiastic, followed by the Austra-
lians (93% favor, 74% strongly), Canadians (91% favor, 66% strongly), and the French (91% favor, 63%
strongly).
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The policy that received the lowest levels of support was “increasing energy taxes to encourage conser-
vation.” This idea was endorsed by majorities in only four countries. On average, just 37 percent favor it
(14% strongly), while 59 percent oppose it (34% strongly). Support rises modestly with income and educa-
tion. Among the four countries favouring higher energy taxes is an emerging economic power whose energy
needs have been rising steeply: India (51%). The others are Australia (69%), Great Britain (62%), and Kenya
(60%). Opposition is especially strong in Poland (87%), Brazil (87%), Ukraine (86%), and Russia (84%).

Lukewarm Support for Nuclear Energy

There is lukewarm support for more nuclear energy in the context of reducing reliance on fossil fuels. In 12
countries there is more support than opposition for the idea of "building new nuclear power plants, to reduce
reliance on oil and coal." On average, 49 percent are in favour (20% strongly) of more nuclear plants and 43
percent are opposed (23% strongly). Support increases slightly with income, but not education.

Again some of the highest support for this approach comes from India (66%), though support is also quite
high in Egypt (69%), Kenya (65%) and South Korea (65%). The strongest opposition is found in Ukraine
(67%), which in 1986 suffered the world’s worst nuclear reactor disaster in Chernobyl. There is also strong
opposition in Germany (63%), which has a large anti-nuclear movement, Russia (60%) and France (57%).

Trust in Energy Suppliers

Citizens around the world express concern that major energy suppliers, especially Iran, may withhold en-
ergy. Respondents were presented a list of energy exporting countries and asked, “how much do you trust
them to follow through on their commitments to deliver energy to other countries?”

Iran is the least trusted. In 17 of the 19
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On average, respondents lean against trusting Saudi Arabia, the world’s largest oil exporter (42% express
trust, 46% do not). However, views vary widely between countries.

World opinion is evenly divided on whether to trust Russia to follow through on its energy commitments, de-
spite Moscow’s decision earlier this year to cut off the natural gas delivered via pipeline to Ukraine. On aver-
age, 45 percent say they trust Russia and 45 percent say they do not. Interestingly, most Ukrainians (59%)
say they trust their much larger neighbour as an energy supplier, despite the Ukrainian government’s ongo-
ing dispute over prices with Gazprom, Russia’s state-controlled gas monopoly.

The only country that passes the trust test with flying colours is Canada. In 17 of the 19 countries, majorities
or pluralities express confidence that Canada will deliver on its commitments. On average 60 percent say
they trust Canada, while just 25 percent do not. Canada’s largest customers are overwhelmingly confident:
90 percent of Americans trust their northern neighbour, as do 85 of Germans, and 79 of the British.



In total 19,579 citizens in Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Egypt, France, Germany, Great Britain, India, Is-
rael, Italy, Kenya, Mexico, Philippines, Poland, Russia, South Korea, Ukraine and the United States were
interviewed between 26 May and 2 July 2006. Polling was conducted for the BBC World Service by the in-
ternational polling firm GlobeScan and its research partners in each country. In 4 of the 19 countries, the
sample was limited to major urban areas. The margin of error per country ranges from +/-2.5 to 4 percent.

For more details, please visit <http://www.pipa.org> or contact (by language of interview):

English Steven Kull +1-202-232-7500

Doug Miller +44 20 7958 1735 doug.miller@globescan.com |
French Clay Ramsay +1-202-232-7500
German Dr. Bernhard Rieder +49 (0)7641 934336 fiquesta.rieder@t-online.de |
Italian Paolo Anselmi +39 02 4380 9206 aolo.anselmi@eurisko.it|
Spanish Dan Lund +52 55 5584 3020 dlund@mundamericas.com |

Wenn Sie mehr lber die BBC World-Service Polls oder Uber Ergebnisdetails in Deutschland er-
fahren méchten, klicken Sie einfach auf und geben Sie uns eine [Email-Nachricht.

GlobeScan Incorporated is a global public opinion and stakeholder research consultancy with offices in Toronto, Lon-
don, and Washington. GlobeScan conducts custom research and annual tracking studies on global issues. With a re-
search network spanning 50+ countries, GlobeScan works with global companies, multilateral agencies, national gov-
ernments, and non-government organizations to deliver research-based insights for successful strategies.

The Program on International Policy Attitudes (PIPA) is a joint program of the Center on Policy Attitudes and the
Center for International and Security Studies at the University of Maryland. PIPA undertakes research on attitudes in
publics around the world on a variety of international issues and publishes the website/webzine WorldPublicOpinion.org.

The BBC exists to enrich people’s lives with great programmes and services on television, radio and online that inform,
educate and entertain. Its vision is to be the most creative, trusted organization in the world. BBC reporters and corre-
spondents at home and abroad can be called on for expert coverage across a huge range of subject areas. With over 60
foreign bureaux, the BBC has the largest newsgathering operation in the world. BBC World Service provides interna-
tional news, analysis and information in English and 32 other languages.
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Sample Size Sample Survey Type of
Country [unweighted) Field dates frame methodalogy sample
Australia 1007 June 23 - July 02, 2006 18+ Telephone Maticnal
Brazil BOO Juine 06-23, 2006 18-£7 Faoe-to-face Ly b’
Carada 1007 June B-246, 2006 18+ Tebaphane Matienal
Chile 1000 June 0113, 204 1B+ Face-to-lface Matienal
Egyp 1000 June 02-1%, 2006 168+ Face-to-face L bean®
Franee 1000 June 1217, 2004 15+ Tebaphone Maticnal
Garmarny 1002 June 06-25, 2004 16-70 Tebephane Mational
Great Britain 1004 Jure 13-25, 2004 168+ Tebephone Maticnal
Iredia 1639 Jure= 1925, 2006 16+ Fate-to-face Platicnal
lirael 1004 June 18-22, 3008 1B+ Tebaphane Pational
Inaly 1004 May 29 - June 06, 2004 18+ Tedephone Paticnal
Kerya 1003 May 26 - June 14, 2008 1B+ Face-to-face Paticnal
Mexica 1000 June 14=35, B8 16+ Face-to-face Maticnal
Philippanes 1000 Jun= 01-18, 20046 16+ Face-to-face Urban®
Polard 1041 June 0104, 2006 16+ Face-tor-face Mational
Flussia 1045 Jure= 11=23, 3008 16+ Face-to-face Flaticnal
south Korea 1000 Jure 1-14, 2004 20-59 Telephone Majar cities’
Lkraire 1014 June 17-26, 2006 18+ Face-to-face Matianal
L5a, 1002 Jure B-27, 2006 18+ Tedephone Platicnal

In Brazd the survey vwis corchacled in Belo Harizonte, Brasla, Curitiba, Perto Algre, Redile, Rio de Jansirs, Sabador, and 510 Paule, represanting
T78% of the total popalasion

In Egrpt the sureey was corchacted in urban areas of Alecandria, Cairo, Giseh, and ShobrathEheme, representing 115% of the total population
In e Frilippines the survey wan conducted in the Mational Capital Region, representing 27% of the total urban popalation

An Sauth Kore the survey wid canducted in Busan, Doegu, Dasesn, Geangu, Incdton, Seaul and Ulsan, representing 52% of the total population.
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